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Peace . • . on Earth? 

Dm^g Ms kolidaf smmm which is marked by increasing 
turbulence in world affairs, persons throughout the South- 
east Conference were invited to reflect on the meaning of 
peace. Jesus said in the Gospel according to John, "My 
peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives, do I give iovou. " Mav the heartfelt thoughts 
and questions of these authors invite us all to reflect anew 
on the words of our Savior and challemge us to accept the 
call 0f being the hands and feet that spread this peace to 
others. 

Peace in an Age of War 

When the conversation turns to peace, we often find 
ourselves caught up in idealistic notions and sentimental 
hopes. We would like our lives, our families, and our 
world to be peaeeful. We will pray for peace, hope for 
peace, perhaps even write a letter for peace. But the reality 
of our world begs the question: How badly do we want 
peace? 

Those who care nothing for peace seem unafraid to fight, 
struggle, and terrorize on biialf of thdar eame. Th&f elaim 
their ground and unapologetically engage in efforts to 
further their agenda. These are often fearless individuals, 
with deep levels of commitment. Whether they are profes- 
sionally trained soldiers, para-military groups, or simply 
shadow dwelling "terrorists," it's hard to question their 
dedication. 

Peace in this age cMmot be a sentiment held by a few 
idealists. Nor can it be left up to the CEO's and Getierals. 

Peace will require everything we have: our money, our 
time, our efforts, our souls, perhaps even our lives. Peace 
will require a level of spirituality illustrated most power- 
fully in the crucifixion. When Jesus died on a Roman 
cross, only to rise three days later by the power of God, he 



tmm^^eA the impotiaice of the pow^s aQdpiMipalities. 
When confronted by the power of love, death would not 
have the last word. Christ is the foundation firom which we 
wage peace. May we all, in this age of endless war, find the 
courage to do so. . . .No nmtter the cost. 

Rev. Thomas L Warren 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 
Pleasant Hill Tennessee 

The Peacemaker 

At this holiest time of year when our hearts are warmed by 
the themes of Advent and Christmas, the notion of "peace 
on earth " plays larger than life in our thoughts and the 
unconscious way we go about our daily routines. Hardly do 
we stop to think aboiit how preposterous a concept "peace 
on earth " really is. This is true when the threat of war, 
unlike now, is not even on the global radar. When in our 
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A Letter from the Conference Minister 

Hope for a Wounded World 



Dear Friends^ 

Christmas decorations appeared many weeks ago in the 
malls. As you read this, we will be well into the season of 
Advent, a moment in the liturgical calendar when we face 
and name the chaos in the world around us and prepare to 
welcome Emmanuel, "God with us." In this season, we 
name the hope toward which we press, our hope in Christ. 

This is truly a season of chaos. The drum beats of warfere 
rise and subside around us, the growing economic crisis has 
taken its toll on the vulnerable and marginalized. Ours is a 
wounded and worried world. As we prepare for the coming 
Cfcist and the hope that we know in him, our preparations 
are not only a spiritual undertaking, but a response to the 
call for which God has uniquely equipped us in the United 
Church of Christ. As we live into our call, may we do so 

mmm^m,mm.^.m^^^,^^^^m,^^m^^m^—^^^^ With 6X0116- 

ment, 
gratitude 
and passion 
- excitement 
because 
through and 
witlLUS 

healing is 
offered to us 



As we prepare for the coining 
Christ and the hope that we 
know in him, our preparations 
are not only a spiritual under- 
taking, but a response to the 
call for which God has 
uniquely equipped us in the 
United Church of Christ, 



liiioksn world in the name of Christ; gratitude becausi Qisai 
named us partners in this undertaking and did not leave us 
alone in this ministry; and passion because of the urgency 
of jTO^lttteig the Gospel of talta^ Juitte, mi Iffem- 
tion. 

Within the Southeast Conference, various ministries give 
voice to iignt ^f;p^i^i«Ei^ Qie i»£swis iowis of a 
warfare and strife. Congregations throughout the Confer- 
ence have been actively engaged in fostering understanding 
between people of 
differeait faiths to 
overcome 



historic divides that to continue to haunt us in fsaiafiil and 
destructive ways in today's world. On November 16*, a 
number of our congregations made their voices heard at 
the gates of Fort Benning in the continuing witness for 
peace and justice in Central and Latin Ammca. 

We have been a visible sign of hope for people in the 
midst of great tragedy. The Conference and a number of 
our congregations in Tennessee deployed teams to loca- 
tions in Alabama and Termessee which were devastated by 
tornadoes. 




In the ChiM; il 
we wait and prepare in 
Advent season, God sent a 
sign of the fullness of God's 
love for each of us, and for 
all of us. 



Otha- ex- 
amples of 
hope from our 
congregations 
have included 
sending 
volunteers into 
poverty 

stricken 

schools to 

tutor children and reaching out to people with AIDS and 
others on the margins of society. Each of these acts of 
ec^aision, each of these signs of ju^e, ^mk of tee 
voices for peace, are yet another sign that God is with us, 
empowering us and claiming us as another part of a God's 
redemptive and heaUng promises to the world in Christ 
and through Christ's church. 

In the Christ child, for whom we wait and prepare in the 
Admmt season, God sent a sign of the of God's 

love for each of us, and for all of us. As surely as God's 
love is fully known and incarnate in Christ, so too, God's 
love is known to others as we respond in joy to serve and 
bear witness. I invite you in this holiday season to rgoice 
that you too are a sign of the Christmas hope, you too are 
a gift of God. I am ^atefiil for your faithfulness. 



Peace, 

Timothy C. Downs 
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Southeast Conference an Active Partner in 
National Ministry Issues Consultation 



This year the Parish Life and Leadership team of the 
United Church of Christ gathered clergy and laity from 
across the denomination in March and again in October 
for the National Ministry Issues Consultation. This 
consultation created the opportunity to explore essential 
understandings of ministry and to determine ways to equip 
ministry more effectively and faithfuUy in the coming 
years. Attending as active participants from the Southeast 
Conference were Bennie Liggins, Kathy Clark, Vant 
Hardaway Milton Hurst and Tim Downs. 

One of the major themes to emerge from this consultation 
is the need for the entire church to revisit the preparatioti 
of ministers for ordained ministry. The insightful conver- 
sations experienced will lead us to explore the develop- 
ment of multiple tracks to ordained ministry, including but 
not limited to traditional seminary training. This holds 
profound implications for ministry through the Southeast 
Conference. Through the years the conference has found it 
difficult to find and train ordained ministers, particularly 
in small rural and often isolated churches. 



Has national consultation group offered the opportunity to 
begin to reframe our understanding of ministry. Beginning 
with the Reformation understanding of "the priesthood of 
all believers", attendees were urged to recognize and 
celebrate the ministry of all lay and ordained persons to 
which all of us are called by virtue of our baptism. As we 
begin to live out of this perspective on ministry, we will 
begin to pay much greater attention to the preparation Df 
theologically prepared lay leaders and lay ministers to 
serve in congregations, as well as preparation and support 
for licensed ministers. In collaboration withUCC seminar- 
ies, we will begin to develop creative ways to provide 
theological education. 

The work of theie cansultations will go forward to the next 
General Synod in 2003. The Southeast Conference is 
finding partners across the United Church of Christ who 
share many similar concerns about ministry and preparation 
for effect of ministry in all of its settings. We can anticipate 
with confidence that the United Church of Christ is begin- 
ning to lay a firm foundation for a better trained ministry to 
serve the churches of the future. 



What is the UCC Doing? 

In times of uni^ in sodi^:3^ piffle oitet mk what the 
church is doing. The United Church of Christ takes an 
active role in providing humanitarian disaster relief for 
people suffering frm war aad nrtiM^ feasts 
the world. Did you know . . . 

•Churches hi the U.S. have assisted people throughout the 
world. Your contributions to the One Grmt How of 
Sharing Offering are a source for immediate response to 
disasters. To learn more about this offering, visit 
ymmMCc.org/steward/oghs. 

•Through our partner (torch denominations and agencies, 
&e UOC iSMSts in offering programs which have a longer 
term benefit in rebuilding areas impacted by war and 
disaster, such as rehabilitation programs and vocational 
training. 

«TheUCC is anadvQC«l© to?OU#ioutftieworld on issues 
of concern, such as situations of injustice that lead up to 
and result from wars. For information about advocacy and 
action concerning Iraq, Isra^l-MesfeLe, visit 
www.globalministries. org/meeA 
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Peace ... on Earth? 

Continued from page 1 

existence has the human drama ever lacked for a threat to 
world peace? The lack of peace is an ever-constant com- 
paiiion on this side of God's tealiii. 

While I was at Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, 
the seminary pastor, J. Estill Jones, preached a sermon on 
pesce at holy feme ofymr. He asked the qtiestion, 
"What do you do when there is no peace? " The answer: 
"You become a peacemaker. " It is a simple answer formu- 
lated in the complexity of all the worlds' ills that lead to 
noii^eae^uMesE. It really it the sototioa 
as the Prince of Peace, yet he claimed to be anything but a 
peacemaker in the world. Read Matthew 10:34-39 for his 
comdaeiits. Perhaps Jesus' response leads ns to the question 
of just what real peacemaking looks like. In Jesus we 
discover that it is active. We also discover that wherever 
there is injustice or inequity of any kind that the peace- 
maker responds in all out hostility against the offense. 
Perhaps the real way to peaceuEitog M to wage war on 
anything that is contrary to "peace on earth. " Leave it to 
Jesus to leave us scratching our heads at the irony of the 
whole cmrversation. Good peaGatnaktogl 

Rev. Tim Shirley 

Virginia Highland Church, A Baptist and 
UCC Congregation 
Atlanta, Georgia 

No Justice, No Peace!! 

I learned from Mahatma Ghandhi that, "in the matters of 
conscience, the law of majority has no place." Justice and 
peace are inextricably linked tog^er. Since 1985, the 
United Church of Christ has fought against enwonmaital 
racism, given sanctuary to Central Americans, challenged 
the celebration of Christopher Columbus, apologized to 
Native Uawaiians for om chiffch's role in the overthrow of 
their nation, witnessed against racist sports mascots, freed 
political prisoners and supported reparations for slavery. 
Now, it is time for us to love a little more by not tolerating 
this unjust \^ar against Iraq. May we stand together united 
under the humanity of the Cross. 

Let us concur with Rigoberta Menchu who said, "Instead of 
giving a rifle to somebody, build a school; instmd of gMng 
a rifle, build a community with adequate services. Instead 
of giving a rifle, develop an educational system that is not 



about conflict and violence, but one that promotes respect 
for values, for life, and respect for one's elders." 1 am 
convinced that when yon are consumed with the love of 
Jesus Christ, it will compel you toward a vision of a day 
when, "they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more** (Isaiah 2:4). 

The consequences of war will be bitterness, despair and 
anarchy. The consequences of love and nonviolent strategy 
could be reconciliation and the creation of a beloved 
community. To paraphrase Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
physical force can repress, restrain, coerce, destroy, but it 
cannot create and organize anything permanent; only love 
can do that. Love which means understanding, creative, 
redemptive goodwill - even for one's enemies - is the 
soltltioli to war problem. Like Df. King, Jr. said so pro- 
phetically, "I cannot follow the old eye for an eye phil'di^- 
phy because it ends up leaving everyone blind," 

Leandra Casson 

Victory Church, UCC 
Stone Mountain, GeorgiU 

The Peace Prospects 

Last year on Pentecost Sunday, ten people were killed and 
25 others were injured in a powerful explosion planted by 
Islamic Militants dwfeg wciiidp at a ehuFch in my home 
village. Among the ten dead, six of them were from the 
Baroi family. One of my elder brothers was killed by the 
Pakistani Army durmg 1971. Since 1985, when 1 started a 
peace and human rights movement in one of the largest 
Islamic countries of the world, a number of attacks threat- 
ened me and my family. Three times I narrowly escaped 
death. 

What does peace mean to me? I am a man of faith and, for 
me, everyday is a time of peace. Yet there are questions 
that command our attention in a world that is quiet Htefally 
torn apart by conflict and strife at every level - between 
nations, regions, peoples, religions, ideologies, and 
churches. Between south and north. Between east and 
'^mt. Between families, betweeii iadividnals - between 
hearts. 
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Tension, not necessarily caused by religious disputes, 
tends to begin with quarrels or minor disputes between 
individuals who M^pea to be of difiteit rm^mm, and 
later develops into communal riots. Prejudices and dis- 
crimination are deep-seated and so often govern our way 
of looking at life and relating to others. We need to have a 
strong commitmoat to develop a partnership mentality in 
all communities, institutions, homes, neighborhoods, 
villages, towns, markets, and schools. Though not an easy 
task, it is possible. Promoting inclusive community is m 
urgent matter for us - the frontier of our vision in the 21^ 
century. 

Do we have the impression that om'immU lad hands are 
empty, that we have no solution? Cansmtiiii t© sjmplieity 
of means will impel us to put everything to use and to 
discover our own inventiveness. And when we put our 
gifts to use, starting with the situations we encounter, little 
by little they will come to serve others widely. Here one 
meets Jesus of Nazareth in a manger, the model the world 
of today needs look for once again. 

Isaac Baroi 

Central Congregational Church, UCC 
dilanta, Georgia 

Moral Clarity as an InstrumefiCsftha Lord's 
Peace 

What will bring us peace? Clearly, moral clarity. And we 
have it! After the terror of 9/1 1 , the people were, to 
borrow one of my first-remembered Bibhcal phrases, sore 
afraid. In response, our President drew clear lines between 
good and evil, us and tJiem, and made it clear that Might 
would make Right. Media analysts and others agreed that 
he provided "moral clarity" — of a sort. This sort of 
"moral clarity" works best in the movies like Indiana 
Jones and the Last Crusade(\), when Sean Comiery says 
about saving the Holy Grail, 'Tt is a race against evil. If 
the Grail is captured by the Nazis, the armies of darkness 
wlU march all ova: the face of earth. Do you understand?'' 
I do wmderstand! The need to face the armies of darkness is 
very real. But the lines our President and others drew after 
9/1 1 have become quite blurred with time and reality. 

In contrast, we have the moral clarity that endures forever 
in the love and faith of Jesus Christ. The Gospel sets 
before us the pre-eminence of faith over fear. Faith in God 
- not the illusion of superior morality and assertion of 
military might - conquers fear and is not eroded by time. 



Faith, however, requires a choice that must be continually 
nurtured with prayer and boldly, unambiguously lived and 
proclaimed - something at which we in the nmmline 
tradition can do a much better job. We can much more 
boldly live, as suggested by the Prayer of St. Francis, 
sowing love where there is hatred, faith where there is fear, 
hope wh^e Ihei© is despair and light in the dMfaae^. hi a 
world so afraid of death, may we be considerably more 
unambiguous that when we follow Jesus, in dying we are 
bom to etOTal life. 

Rev. James Schwarzlose, Pastor 

Joms Chapel Congregational Christian Church, UCC 

Wmdbury, Georgia 



' Wtessed are the;'Peat:ei1tcfkers - " ' 

"Blessed are the peacemakers"... but our v . 
. . nation is being psyched up to believe j ust 
the oj^osite-, llie call to ^d'^^rejfpg/sojdto 
tiie'Anten<JaJi'f)e«^)^,' / ' / '//, 

7(2/, "blessed are the peacemakers.". 

Blessed arc the peacemakers who abide by 
the decisions of the United Nations, the 

'r' ' coHinlumty of nations.. . 

'//. ' 

Blessed arc the peacemakers who abhor the 
/ shedding of mnocent bloody Iraqi blood (the 

'^dirfjargo already has kfll-edt^iGiiiafid^','' 
' ' ^peci^ly children) or American blood (for 

surely more 9/ H 's will follow). 

Blessed are the pea^emak&ts Who s^lb;, - - ' ' ' 
peaceful means to resolve this and all 
conilicts. Please dear God Of^^^^i^.^fjf^^ . 
before it's too late. v; T ■^y. 



Blessed'^e-'tti^ ^fe^fetg^drs 



yy 



Rev. Joyce^Myers Brp)^n ^ / ^ ' , 

, Man^r 0eorgicr' - ' . /-^ ^ < 

. ///, ^ ////// ///^ /// - > /////.'/ ' /. / , , , /, 
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Alternative Christmas Fair Held in 
Pleasant Hill, TN 

If you looked at the shopping list for members of the 
Pleasant Hill Community, you might check it twice! At an 
Alternative Christmas Fair held at Pleasant Hill Commu- 
nity Church on December 7-8, members purchased items 
sndbi as doors, lumber, cows and goats for thdrCliristmas 
gifts. The event was sponsored by the Social Action 
Committee of the Pleasant Hill Community Church, 
dwk&d byAiko Carter, and held in their Boyce Hall. This 
umque event allowed participants another way of gifting 
their family and friends. 

During the fair, people gaA% donations, purchased member- 
ships, or bought products that helped support self-help 
projects. Cumberland County Habitat sold lumber, doors 
and windows and a card was sent to the recipient 
teljinf Amh what was purchased intheir 
mms mui mbB sent it to them. Also 
participating was Heifer International, 
who for over half a century, has 
provided livestock and training to 
more than four milHon famiUes 
around the world. A non-profit 
organization. Heifer helps hungry 
people feed themselves, 0Bm 
income and care for their environ- 
ment. Last year, they helped over 
30,000 f^imilies in 46 comitries. A 
gift of a heifer multiplies, as the first 
female calf from the cow is passed on 
to another family in need. Gift possibili- 
ties ranged from a tree seedling or ducks all 
the way to llamas and water buffalo! 




Staff and Board Members of Battered Women, Inc. partici- 
pated in the Alternative Christmas Fair in Pleasant Hill. 
Pictured are (left to right) Peggy Happy, Patty Boardwine, 
Sharon Moore, and Gerry Tollett. 



Various community agencies participated in the Alterna- 
tive Christmas Fair, including Battered Women, Inc., 
Cumberland Good Samaritans, SERRV Intemational, 
Shalom Center, UNICEF; and many others. An undeco- 
rated "Caring Tree" was filled at days end with symbols of 
each organization representing gifts donated or purchased. 

Churches interested in promoting alternatives to tradi- 
tional gift giving are invited to contact Jean Clark of 
Pleasant Hill Conmiunity Church at Jean Clark at 
clMFlgdt^multipr&.com or (931) 2?T-546? for suggestions 
on how to organize an Alternative Christmas Fair. 

Peace Gathering at Colony Square 

All who oppose the call to war on Iraq are invited to join 
concerned persons from many religions and civil groups 
who gather every Friday from 12:00 noon - 1:00 at 
Colony Square in Atlanta, at the comer of 
14* and Peachtree Streets. 

Pence it 1#fetlier 

Do you feel frustrated because 
there seems to be so little that 
you can do to stop the violence 
in The Holy Laai? Do you ache 
to help heal the wounds on both 
sides of that conflict? There is 
somethiE^ you can do and encour- 
age others to do - take the side of 
peace. Persons throughout the South- 
east Conference are invited to partici- 
pate in a Day of Meditation For Peace in 
Pale^ine/i^ael on January 1 , 2003 . 

This local call to peace was initiated by Pleasant Hill 
Commimity CtoA mm^m^, Euth Peeples and her 
daughter upon their visit this year to the Intemational 
Conference on Conflict Resolution, held in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, where they heard ^bout a similar call to peace for 
Sri Lanka vdieire several hundred thousand individuals 
participated. Inspired by this movement, Peeples initiated 
a call to prayer for the Holy Land. 

Please join them and thousands of others from all overftie 
world to meditate individually or collectively for all or 
part of January 1, praying for peace in that troubled region 
of the world. Share this message with your friends through 
holiday greeting cards, e-mail, or telephone. For addi- 
tional information, e-mail ruthpeeples^jcrossville. com or 
call 931-277-5197. 
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Plans Underway for Youth 
Mission Trip to Mexico 

Plans are being fmalized for youth of the Southeast 
Caiif^mce to join thdr efforts in mission on a trip to 
Juarez, Mexico next sununer. Scheduled for July 20 - 26, 
the trip is being coordinated by Betsy Flory, Conference 
Director of Youth Ministries, through an organization 
cdlrf pm CMsto, For a week of their sunamer, 
youth will help build a home in Jaurez for a family in 
need. 




Btiiidins Homes 



* *. * 



The estimated cost for attending the mission trip k $800 
per person and churches are encouraged to plan 
hindraising activities to assist youth in attending. Plans to 
participate in mission are part of an ongoing series that 



Flory is planning on 
faith development and 
Christian response. 
"These are valuable 
opportunities for our 
youth to expert enee 
what it means to live out 
their faith in our modem 
world, where there is so 
much need for a word of 
hope," says Flory. 




i 



A youth shares hard work to 
build a home for a family in need. 



Letters and emails 
inviti ng participation 

will be sent to all 
churches in December 
with detailed information about itin^^, chapa^ones and 
registration. For information about Casas por Christo visit 
www.casasporchristo.org. For additional information, 
contact Betsy Flory at btaylorflory@bellsouth.net or call 
404-607-1991 



Youth Happenings 



Numerous activities are scheduled for youth throughout 
the Southeast Conference in the coming months! Watch 
for additional details in upcoming newsletters. 

• The youth program will mount its first weeklong 
retreat on spiritual disciplines for young people on 
April 6-12, 2003 at Red Top Mountain, just north 
of Atlanta. WWeh im ad^onal information in an 
upcoming mailing, including cost and forms to 
nominate youth from your church. 

• Many new projects are being planned; a youth 
retreat on eco-theotegy ffid sm^aimble living, an 
"urban immersion", and others. 

• Many thanks to Piedmont College for their 
already significant contributions to our conference 
youth ministry. To date they have hosted adult 
leadership training for the Regional Youth 



Event, helped plan and provided seminar 
leaders at the event, and shared the talents of 
staff members and students who planned and 
exeeuti^ tfee reeent eaofei^ee b^c^acMng 
trip. And this is just in the first six months! 
Watch for an upcoming article in our newsletter 
to learn more about Piedmont College. 

• Plan on attifflding the youth prppwamiag at 
General Synod in Minneapolis, July 11-15, 
2003. Information packets will be sent once 
they are received from the national office. 

• Watch for the National Youth Event to e©me to 
our conference in 2004!! This event will be at 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville and will 
be similar to the recent regional event in St. 
Simon's, but even bigger! 



Board of Directors 
Met in November 

The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference held its 
fall meeting at Church of the Savior in Roswell, GA on 
Friday, November 1 , 2002. Board members gathered for 

dinner 
and 

fellow- 




led by 
Rev. 



followed 
by a 
time of 
Bible 
study 
reflec- 
tion aiiii 

Staff and Board members shared ideas and 
planned for the coming year. Pictured are 
Betsy Flory (left) and Ginny Nixon. 

Joyce Hollyday. On the following Saturday, the B«rd»rt 
Jotatly wffti the pro^'am commissions of Ite CSirtfePia»cs 
with 30 people in attendance. Both groups engaged in 
program planning for the coming year, reviewing the recent 
annual evaluation and planning of the Stiff is well as 
reviewing the program of the Conference for the previous 
year The Board and commission members are excited and 
challenged by the breadth of the work and program devel- 
opment that has taken place in the life of ^e Conference 
during the past year "Mthtite plaiming of these groups 
during the fall meeting, we can anticipate another year of 
growth and vitality in the conference. 

Highlights of actions from the Boari meeting iacMe the 
following: 

• It voted unanimously to extend an invitation to 
General Synod 25 in to m«e@t Aitlte^ta, 
noting that the Conference will need to raise 
approximately $20,000 to host this event. It is a 
true honor for the Southeast Conference to be 
selected as the site for Gmeral Synod, 

• It affirmed the priority of encouraging all of our 
congregations to tithe 10 percent of their budget to 
OCWM basic support. They also encouraged the 
staff to develop ways to tom^m cc»^egations 
that are tithing or are exceeding a tithe. 

• It received the recommendation from the Feasibility 
Committee to train and send people in teams of two 
to each congregation in the Southeast Confarmce 



to both listen to the needs of the congregation and 
to share the good news of the work that their 
OCWM dollars made possible. 
It encouraged the staff and officers to assemble a 
committee to explore the structure of the confer- 
ence and ways in which to make it more effective. 
It reviewed the new budget reporting format and 
commended the Finance Committee and the staff 
for job well done. 

It voted to extend a call to Rev. Jeanette Holt to 

serve as the new church start pastor at Community 
United Church of Christ in La Grange, and to 
extend a call to Ms. Betsy Flory to serve as 
Director of '^JiA MWst^ of the tetft^st 
Conference. 

It voted unanimously to enter a partnership with 
Beloved Community United Church of Christ, in 
Birtninghant This partneri^ip will allow Beloved 
Community to seek loans from the United Church 

of Christ. 

The women of the Conference reported that next 
year Southeast Cvst^mmm will host the regional 
women's retreat in October. There also looking 
forward to a Conference women's retreat in 
October, 2004. 

The Commission on Social Justice noted that we 
need to improve c^ttimunications across the 
Conference around issues of social justice and 
witness. 

The Conamssion on Stewardship and OCWM will 

be ptoiBWtIng the Graham Cluster, a stewardship 
training event to be held in May designed by the 
national staff, and open to all leaders of congrega- 
tions in the Conference who have mx interest in 
stewardship. 

The TAP program will be developing ways in 
which they can extend more recognition to their 
graduates and develop more classes throu^out 
the Conference. 

The Commission on Youth and Christian Educa- 
tion is planning a series of retreats for youth 
organized by Betsy fktfy. 
DART (Disaster Assistance Relief Team) is 
planning a training event in March. They have 
recruited very actively defined regional coordina- 
tors ted fey are expantoig our wotMng relation- 
ship with the Florida Conference of the United 
Church of Christ as well as maintaining our 
continued relationship with the Lutheran Minis- 
tties of Geoigia. 
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Our Sympathy 

•Our sympathy is extended to Rev. Elaine Blanchard 
following the death of step-father m Monday, 
September 30th. 

•Our sympathy is extended to the family of Rev. James 
Myers following the death of his mother in November, 
wfeo was also the grandmother of Rev. Gary Myers. 
James is retired from First Congregational Church in 
Birmingham, AL and Gary serves as Pastor of Trinity 
Congregational Church in Athens, AL. 
•Our sympathy is extended to Rev, Henry Hobson 
following the death of his mother, Bennie May Hobson, 
in No^'ember. Rtmy is a chaplain with Hospice of 
Cullman County, AL. 

Oyr Pmyers 

'Rev. Karl Wliiteman 's, father, Glenn, experienced 
illness and hospitalization this fall in Sebring, FL. Karl 
and his wife, Jan, are our missionaries in Micronesia. 
•Dan Rosemergy, Pastor of Brookraeade Con^gational 
UCC lor 20 years announces his retirement on Easter 
SundayAprii20,2003. 

Our Celebrations 

'Rev. Dan Garrett was ordained on October 19th follow- 
ing an Ecclesiastical Council held at the Allen Retreat 
Center. Dan was ordained to serve at North Main 
Co&pi^ttiE*tl dwisliWf HOC m RMtofee^^ AL* 
•Rev. Elaine Blanchard was installed as Pastor of 
Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC in Birmingham, 
AL on October 2m. 



•Rev. Aubra Love was granted transfer of ministerial 

standing from Western North Carolina Association. Rev. 

Love is the Executive BireetOT sf Tlte Black Chtjrch and 

Domestic Violence Institute, located in Atlanta. 

•In care status was granted to Leandra Casson, a first year 

student at Candler Theological School and memb^ of 

Victory Church in Stone Monntain, GA. 

•Dr Kenneth L. Samuel, pastor of Victory ChMh in Stone 

Mountain, GA was granted ministerial standing. 

•A Service of Ordination for Betsy Flory was approved and 

scheduled for January 5th, 2003. 

•Dk John Jlj^pif , pastor of Pilgrim Congregational UCC 
in Chattanooga, received a 2002 Bill of Rights Award for 
serving as a plaintiff in the law suit ACLU-TN v. Hamilton 
County Commission. 

•Rev. Chris Graham, pastor of Church of the Savior in 
Rosweli, GA, and Rev. Budd Friend-Jones pastor of 
Central Congregational Church, UCC, Atlanta, traveled to 
Turkey in November with leaders and representatives of the 
Christian, Jewish and Muslin communities of Atlanta for 
the purpose of fostering interfaith dialogue and understand- 
ing. 

•Rm. Jemifm^ Crane Moss aceepted a call flrom Alive 
Hospice in Nashville. Jennifer is the Southeast Conference 
representative to the Executive Council of the UCC, and a 
member of Brookmeade in Nashville. 
*Bn Jrf^?^, %mmk& of Brookmeade in Nashville, 
was recently appointed by Wider Church Ministries to 
serve as a medical missionary to India. 



As Far as the Wise Ones 

During this season of advent when angels hail, "Peace on 
earth, good will to all," we are especially confronted in 
recent days with the dissonance between the peace our 
Lord calls us to and the rapid embrace of war by politi- 
ciins ind meii^. Ihav® not lived throng t world mm, 
and have only sparse memories of the media coverage of 
the Viet Nam war, but I knew I was facing a day that 
made the world seem IDce it was shifting below my feet 
'w^m. Ireid: ii tfci -iMwipipir, **lWk v£wm fnffl 'W^^ 
curb holiday spending." Is that what it has come to — that 
owr worry about war is whether people will spend 
m.on^ Ibr Christmai ratho* than what life will be lost, 



that our worry about war is how it will impact our economy 
rather than our grief about what it will destroy? As long as 
we worry about war craWng^ totiday spepifia^ we are 
really already at war - within our very souls. With our 
minds set on the damage war will do to our own economy, 
we do not have peace even if missiles remain on the 
groiiM. Ma^r 1^ oirt a JOM^ #iat wiM take us 
as the wise ones in search of Christ - far from the mall, far 
from the 40 IK account statement, far from the sound of 
change clanging at the bottom of the stock market - in 
i^n^ of Itef i^c© i^iich pass^ lil of oir tmierstanding. 

Rev. Mary Kendrick Moore 
Editor, Voices & Visions 



Link2Leacl.com 

Introducing A Valuable Resource 

Who lives in your neighborhood? How do the programs in 
the life of your church compare to the needs of those 
around you? Are there demographic studies available to 
you and your church as it shapes its mission and ministry? 
What are your questions about the demographics of your 
community? 

The Southeast Conference has purchased access to a 
wonderfully complete demographic resource that is avail- 
able to you, right now, through the internet. To use the 
resource, visit wwwJink2l&ad.com and follow instructions 
to log in and register. Access is provided free to all congre- 
gations of the Southeast Conference. Resources for your 
congregation are already in place! 



for Congregations 




Training in the use of this resource will be offered twice in 
the coming months. The first training event will be on 
Saturday, February 8 at Conununity Congregational UCC 
in Montgomery, AL wh(^e we will have hands-on com- 
puter access in their computer lab. This is a free training 
event sponsored by the conference. All expenses will be 
reimbursed, including an overnight for those who must 
tavel long distances. A second training event will be 
announced in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the 
Conference in June. 

For additional information, contact Rev. Dr. John W. 
Mingus, Sr. at huntmingus@comcastMet or call 423-698- 
5682. 



inference Calendar 



2^2 
22 
23 
31 



Cliristmas Fund Special Mission Offering 
Christmas EJve, Conference Office Closed 
Christmas Day, Conference Office Closed 
New Year's Eve 



^g^tional CKurieli, Atlanta, GA 



^January 

1 New Year's Day, Conference Office Closed 

5 Ordination of B^^tsy Taylor Flory, Central 

6 Epiphany 

10-11 Board of Director's Meeting, Pilgrim Congregational Church> Chattanooga, TN 

20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Conference Office Closed 

25 EAL/WGA Executive Council Meeting, Location to be announced 

26 Reception into the UCC, Beloved Community Church, Birmingham, AL 



2-8 
8 

9 

17 

28 

28-2 



UCC Women's Week 

PERCEPT (Link2Lead) Orientation, Community Congregational Church, Mont- 
gomery, AL 

Race Relations Sunday ^v, , / 

President's Day, Conference Office Closed [,^- 
GA/SC Executive Council Meeting, Location to be announced 
Disaster Assistance Relief Team Training, Tallahassee, FL 
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Southeast Feast 

Food for the Heart and Soul 

By Joyce Hollyday 

May Peace Fill Our Hearts 




I spent my summer vacation writing a book about 
Clarence Jordan, a volume in the Spiritual Masters series 
pmMiitel by Orbis Books. In 1942, Clarice founded 
Koinonia Farm near Americus, Georgia. Called a "demon- 
stration plot" for the kingdom of God, Koinonia was 
launched as a rural eommunity of Christians committed to 
pacifism, racial equality, and a total sharing of resources, 
modeled after the early Jerusalem church as recorded in 
the second and fourth chapters of Acts. The community 
paid a price for its views, suffering through bullets from 
the guns of night riders, cross burnings from the Klan, and 
the repeated bombing of its roadside market. By faith it 
survived, and this November, Koinonia Farm celebrates its 
60* amiiversary. 

Clarence's other great contribution to southern church 
history is his unique translation of New Testament scrip- 
tures. Calling it the "cotton patch version," Clarwice took 
Jesus out of his historical context and set him down in 
modem Georgia: being bom in Gainesville and placed in 
an apple crate; confrontii^ the tetdMi of fc© IwAirai 
Baptist CommUotL ia Aflamto; d^^ng by lyndfe®. 
Clarence wanted to emphasize the humanity of Jesus, the 
incarnation, the Word Become Flesh that walked the earth 
^d was a full participant in the sorrows and joys of life. 
For Clarence Jordan, the birth of Jesus was first and 
foresmost about God's soUdarity with us human beings. 

In the days and months following Ae E^mh&t 1 1 , 2001 
terrorist attacks, much was said about the unprecedented 
outpouring of financial and other donations, the establish- 
ment of memorial funds and support groups, the flags 
waving from homes plaitered mt^s. AM. th^'W^e 
seen as signs of solidarity with the victims and survivoni. 
Indeed, we can give thanks for the generosity that was 
expressed. 

But I grieve that we seem to have missed our opportunity 
as a nation to discover a deeper solidarity, to recognize 
that the vulnerability we experiaiced on fiat j&eidftil day 
is what mych of the world experiences every day. 



September 1 1 could have been our moment to more deeply 
eonnj^ witli the world's suteing. Instead, it became for 
many a time for more "God Bless America," a time to 
celebrate "The Power of Pride" and to establish a "United 
We Stand" that pits our new national solidarity against the 
rest of the world. From bumper stickers adorning cars, to 
the U.S. refusal to accept the authority of the World Court 
or to participate meaningfally in the world summit's 
concerns about poverty and the environment, to all the 
saber rattling against Iraq — this moment in our national 
liistory has become not a time of soUdarity but an excuse 
for more isolationism and arrogance. 

Somehow, we as a nation have forgotten God's solidarity 
with all humanity. Somehow, we have forgotten that the 
One whose birth we celebrate this season is the Prince of 
Peace, Bom in Bethlehem (a town today ravaged by war) or 
in Gainesville; laid in a manger or an apple crate; killed by 
crucifixion or lynching. . .Jesus came among us vulnerable 
and poor, reminding us that the way of peace requires 
humiUty and solidarity with those who suffer. May peace 
fill our hearts — ^and our world. 



May the Peace of Christ prevail on Eartli. . . ' '| 
, May life be so expensive, that no person or nation 
■ : deprives another of life, 

^h'May bread be so cheip, that ho one may go to bed 
hungry. ^ ' r\ 

May the grass be ever green. - ' ' / ^ 
The skies be always blue. - - - 

May our chiltlceiT have sweets in their raoaTtis ' , ; 
And a glass of milk everj-^day. ^ ' " ' ' '- '.'i ' 

May the Peace of Christ prevail on Earth. , ' ' 

Amen . - ^ ' 

" This prayer was heard by Isaac Baroi at a peace I 
meeting in 1985 from a Srilankan Tamil Peace Worker, 

: Rev. Chrisli Rosa, of the Christian Peace Conference 
I CPCJ. It Idt^r hecetme the CPC Peace Prayer,- It ts . ' 
the prayer of a poor village woman from ay^zor^,of ^ 
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Peace I leave with you; 
My peace I give to you; ; 

not as the world gives, 

do I give to you. 
ket not your heart 

be troubled, 

nor let it be fearful. 



,14:27 



Are there still those 

who long to hear an angel's song 
and touch a star? 

To kneel beside some 
other shepherd 
in the hope of catching 
a glimpse of eternity 
in a baby's smile? 
Are there still 

those who sing 
^^Peace on earth, 
goodwill to all--? 

If there are - then, O Lord, 

Keep ablaze their flickering candle 
In the candle of this world! 

Ann Weems 
Kne&lir^ m Bethlehem 




